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HO ERETZ YISRAEL IN THE PARASHAH HOLI
Egyptian exile, where we were slaves and veritable captives in Lach:
prison. L/ the e
In other words, we first say, “Next vear in the Land of Israel” to and !
demonstrate that we hope to be in the Holy Land next year, even if the
final redemption does not yet materialize. Then we pray for the
complete redemption to arise — in both a physical and spiritual sense —
by next Pesach.
This idea underscores a very important concept that many people
have yet to fully grasp. Many Diaspora Jews rationalize their refusal to
make aliyah by saying, “What is so special about Eretz Yisrael today?
There are so many problems there. I'll come when Mashiach arrives.”
Rav Ya’akov Emden teaches us that there is merit to living in God’s In
Ctps@_g’_f;agggven IFThings are not yet perfect. ) powe
There are basically thre ile: One extreme is “Absolute Jews'
Exile.” This is when the Jewish people are physically banished from pamg
their Land and spiritually exiled, as well. They are in galut (a state of ) Esthe

exile) and in the golah (the lands of exile, or the Diaspora). The other
extreme is “Absolute Redemption.” This will occur when Mashiach
arrives and brings us back to HaShem, both physically (to His Land) and
spiritually (complete repentance). However, there is a middle ground,

in which the Jews (or individual Jews) are in a i t do no reflect
TTiis is certainly not the ultimate redemption, butit- Th

live in lands of exilé.

i5.also not absolute exile, because at least they are physically (and, to a ' old.
large extent, spiritually) closer to God Jews who live outside the Land sante
of Israel are in both a state and a place of exile. Jews who live in Israel, Tk
however, are one step closer to redemption, because they do not live in Milcit
were -

the golah.
withe:

There is one more lesson to be learned from the Ya'avetz's words of

wisdom. As stated above, Rav Emden gave this interpretation almost Sfarews:
three hundred years ago, when it was extremely difficult to travel to and no i
settle in Eretz Yisrael, and when the Land was not in Jewish hands. T
Nonetheless, he said: “Next year we could be in Eretz Yisrael by our own Sfrom -
free will. No one is stopping us... The Land of Israel is before us, to go the ¢
and dwell there at any time.” What are we to say today, when rash..
conditions in the Holy [and-are immeasurably better? We have the siek ;.
almost unprecedented opportunity to answer our first plea in "Ha
Lacier Avwa” = “Newt vear inthe Land of Israel” Permars Fmian
no erfors s reylly be i Deoin Yoo e wear fliToem vl miorere
TS camlordreruest - N car S e e
———q
-
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